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intended to be a poetical representation of the attributes
of a single deity.

This country furnishes a living illustration of the truth
of the axiom. It is perhaps fortunate it is so, there being
great danger that the people will shortly respect nothing
but themselves. King Majority may reign as well as any
other monarch, and by dint of constant struggle it is
possible that we may keep his majesty within bearable
bounds.

It is when one remembers who they are who give utter-
ance to the royal thoughts that one is induced to doubt the
future. Divine Providence reigns over even Majorities,
and the "vox dei" may interpose, after all, to save us
from its miserable counterfeit, the "vox populi."

Respectfully yours,

J. Fenimore Cooper

TO H. F. PHINNEY

Hall, Jan. Qth, 1849
Dear Sir,

I have conversed with my daughter, and the result is
an acceptance of your proposal.

I believe it is the wish of Caroline that nothing should
be said on the subject, beyond communicating the state
of things to your own family, which always includes your
uncle Harry, until she and you have conferred together.
Of course you will let us see you shortly, and I trust
your visits, in future, will be free and as frequent as may
comport with your own convenience and wishes.

Yours truly,

J. Fenimore Coopermonly used deus in the plural,
